
Ethnobotany Approach Taperas of Maroon Communities 
of Alcántara, Maranhão, Brasil
J.F.P. Linhares1*, L.C. Ming1, C.U.B. Pinheiro2, M.I.A. Rodrigues3

1Universidade Estadual Paulista “Júlio de Mesquita Filho”- UNESP; Departamento de Produção Vegetal – Setor de Horticultura, 
Faculdade de Ciências Agronômicas – Fazenda Experimental Lageado, Rua José Barbosa de Barros, 1780 - CEP: 18610- 307- 
Caixa-Postal: 237 - Botucatu, SP, Brasil.
2Universidade Federal do Maranhão, Departamento de Oceanografia e Limnologia, Av. dos Portugueses s/n, CEP: 65040-080, 
São Luís, MA, Brasil
3Universidade Estadual Paulista “Júlio de Mesquita Filho”- UNESP. Instituto de Biociências de Botucatu, Brasil

Introduction
The town of Alcántara has the second oldest city in the 
state of Maranhão, which had its splendor even at the time 
of colonial Brazil, when it emerged as a major producer 
of sugar cane and cotton. The agrarian history of the city 
is old, dating back more than three centuries. Founded in 
1648, was an important Maranhão region because besides 
the production of sugar cane and cotton producing cat-
tle, salt, and food crops, mainly cassava, maize, rice and 
beans, reaching its best productive time in the mid-nine-
teenth century.1,2

After the golden age, established the plantation system of 
the crisis in Brazil, weakening the local economy and af-
fecting the agricultural system. As a result of non-recov-
ery of this production system, which had in its slave labor 
force majeure, blacks were abandoned on the land where 
once were enslaved, verifying the formation of a peasantry 
marked by tracts of land transfer to former slaves , setting 

a pattern of not exporting agriculture, using lands mutual-
ly. In relation to this peasantry in common use, it is worth 
mentioning the role that called quilombos played on con-
solidation.3

From the point of view of the relationship that man keeps 
with the environment, it is worth remembering that to 
settle in places considered safe and rich in water, wildlife 
and other natural resources, provided the man try and en-
ter in the areas surrounding native vegetation, or even by 
removing the forest, some plants of which became depen-
dent.4

Nevertheless, the relevance of useful plants in human oc-
cupations occurs in plants found in ancient sites whose 
use was discontinued, leaving at most archaeological re-
mains and plant samples of the species previously used.4

Among the spontaneous plants living in the media created 
by human dwellings and outbuildings, are calls, ruderal, 
referring to the vegetation growing in the streets, on roofs, 

Abstract

Alcántara is the second oldest city in the state of Maranhão, which had its splendor even at the time 
of colonial Brazil, standing out as a major producer of sugar cane and cotton. The agrarian history 
of the city is old, dating back more than 3 centuries. Founded in 1648, was an important Maranhão 
region, besides the production of sugar cane and cotton producing cattle, salt, and food crops, 
mainly cassava, maize, rice and beans, reaching its best productive time in the mid-nineteenth 
century. Currently there are about 200 quilombo remaining areas in Alcántara. The objective was to 
take stock of existing medicinal species in Taperas (areas previously occupied by human presence, 
and then ruins) of quilombola communities of Manival - coordinates (S 02º 22’ 26.6’’; WO 44 29’ 
27.4’’) and Castelo - coordinates: (S 02º 24’ 43.1’’; WO 44 36’ 03.07’’). In the study were interviewed 
5 residents in Manival community and 7 residents of Castelo community to locate Taperas and date 
the time of abandonment. Taperas were found aged between 30-50 years of neglect. Raised 24 
species distributed among 15 families where 2 species were intentionally introduced for cultivation 
and at one point abandoned as cultivated species: as cotton (Gossypium arboreum L. - Malvaceae) 
and mango (Mangifera indica L. - Anacardiaceae). The most representative botanical families were 
Euphorbiaceae (16.66%), Arecaceae, Fabaceae and Malvaceae with 8.33% each. The leaf is 50% 
utilization of the plant parts. The medicinal uses are varied to control lice and fleas, treat kidney 
problems, blood cleanser, general pain, and even for treatment of gastritis.

Keywords: Medicinal plants, Ruderal, Secondary vegetation

Correspondence to
J.F.P. Linhares 
Email: 
jairoivini29@yahoo.com.br

Received 2 May 2015
Accepted 20 May 2015
ePublished 28 May 2015

 Short Article

doi 10.15171/ijpni.2015.03

Please cite this paper as: Linhares JF, Ming LC, Pinheiro CU, Rodrigues MI. Ethnobotany approach taperas of maroon 
communities of Alcântara, Maranhão, Brasil. International Journal of Phytocosmetics and Natural Ingredients. 2015;2:3. 
doi:10.15171/ijpni.2015.03

International Journal of Phytocosmetics 
and Natural Ingredients 2015;2:3

http://dx.doi.org/10.15171/ijpni.2015.03
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.15171/ijpni.2015.03&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2015-05-28


Linhares et al 
http://ijisonline.org/IJPNI

 International Journal of Phytocosmetics and Natural Ingredients  2015, 2:32

in ruins, on gravel, removed land, among other environ-
ments provided by man.5

Nevertheless, in the municipality of Alcántara, State of 
Maranhão, Brazil, the quilombola communities called the 
ruins, abandoned houses and debris at Taperas name, plus 
the category covering the “masters,” that is, referring to the 
former owners, as white shack, indian shack, etc.1 The ob-
jective was to survey existing medicinal species in Taperas 
in quilombola communities of Manival and Castelo in the 
town of Alcantara, Maranhao, Brazil.
For purposes of this study, we considered the quilombo-
la communities of Manival - coordinates (S 02º 22' 26.6"; 
WO 44 29' 27.4") and Castelo - coordinates: (S 02º 24' 
43.1"; WO 44 36' 03.07").

Materials and Methods
Pre-trial
In the pre-trial phase, the ethical and legal steps involving 
human research and access to traditional knowledge as-
sociated with genetic resources in the country, this phase 
consisting of 2 milestones have been met: under authori-
zation of the ethics committee in research CAAE number: 
15429513.8.0000.5411 and access to traditional knowledge 
associated with genetic resources - IPHAN, published in 
the Official Gazette, number 214 of November 5, 2014.

For this study, the snowball techniques were used to iden-
tify the knowledgeable people of medicinal plants in these 
communities where informal interviews were applied. In 
addition, some informants were selected to participate in 
the tour-guided technique.6

Results and Discussion
We interviewed five residents in the community of Mani-
val and 7 residents of Castelo community, making 12 re-
spondents. It thus resulted in a small but qualified sam-
ple about it. A total of 24 plant species distributed among 
16 botanical families (Table 1) was raised. Of these, the 
most representative botanical families were Euphorbia-
ceae (16.66%), Arecaceae, Fabaceae, Malvaceae and with 
8.33% respectively. Of these, 2 species were intentionally 
introduced for cultivation and at one point abandoned as 
cultivated species: cotton (Gossypium arboreum L. – Mal-
vaceae and mango (Mangifera indica L. - Anacardiaceae). 
Most Taperas have ages ranging from 30-50 years, howev-
er, most of the listed species occurs in ruderal areas close 
to residential, like melão-de-são-caetano (Momordica 
charantia L. – Cucurbitaceae), jalapa de purga (Opercu-
lina macrocarpa (L.) Urb.- Convovulaceae), pião branco 
(Jatropha mollissima [Pohl] Baill – Euphorbiaceae), pião 
roxo (Jatropha gossypiifolia L - Euphorbiaceae), cansanção 

Table 1. Species of Medicinal Plants, Scientific Names, Common Names, Family, Uses and Used Parts

Scientific Name Local Name Family Main Uses      Part used

Gossypium arboreum L Algodão Malvaceae Postpartum uterine cleaning Leaf

Mansoa standleyi (Steyerm.) A.H. Gentry Alho do mato Bignoniaceae Control lice and fleas Leaf

Orbignya phalerata Mart. Babaçu Arecaceae stomach Seed, Leaf

Physalis angulata L Camapu Solanaceae Liver Root, leaf

Machaerium aculeatum  Raddi Campestre Fabaceae expectorant flower

Costus spicatus(Jacq.) Sw. Cana da índia Costaceae blood pressure Leaf

Cnidoscolusurens (L.) Arthur Cansanção Euphorbiaceae Inflammation in general root

Ricinus communis L Carrapato Euphorbiaceae Purgative, ointment seed

Turnera ulmifolia L. Chanana Passifloraceae stomachic root

Cecropia sp. Embaúba Urticaceae Kidney problems nectar

Operculina macrocarpa (L.) Urb. Jalapa de purga Convovulaceae Debugger blood potato

Acrocomia aculeata (Jacq.) Lodd. Ex Mart Macaúba Arecaceae ophthalmological fruit

Mangifera indica L. Mangueira Anacardiaceae expectorant Leaf

Senna alata (L.) Roxb. Mata pasto Fabaceae hemorrhoid Leaf and flower

Momordica charantia L. Melão-de-são-caetano Cucurbitaceae lice and fleas control Leaf

Jatropha mollissima (Pohl) Baill. Pião branco Euphorbiaceae Body pains, thrombosis Seed

jatropha gossypiifolia L. Pião roxo Euphorbiaceae Headache Leaf

Phyllanthus amarus Schumach. & Thonn. Quebra pedra Phyllanthaceae kidney problems whole plant

Petiveria alliacea var. tetrandra (B.A. Gomes) Hauman. Tipi Phytolaccaceae Softness in the body Leaf

Hyptis mutabilis (Rich.) Briq. Sete sangrias Lamiaceae allergy Leaf

Astrocaryum vulgare Mart. Tucum Arecaceae pulls thorn Seed

Spermacoce verticillata L. Vassoura de botâo Rubiaceae stomach Root

Hibiscus acetosella Welw. Ex Hiern Vinagreira roxa Malvaceae gastritis Leaf
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(Cnidoscolusurens (L.) Arthur – Euphorbiaceae), carrapa-
to (Ricinus communis L - Euphorbiaceae), chanana (Turn-
era ulmifolia L.- Passifloraceae), alho do mato (Mansoa 
standleyi [Steyerm.]) A.H. Gentry - Bignoniaceae), que-
bra pedra (Phyllanthus amarus Schumach. & Thonn. – 
Phyllanthaceae), tipi (Petiveria alliacea var. tetrandra (B.A. 
Gomes) Hauman. – Phytolaccaceae), sete sangrias (Hyptis 
mutabilis (Rich.) Briq. – Lamiaceae), vassoura de botão 
(Spermacoce verticillata L. – Rubiaceae) and vinagreira 
roxa (Hibiscus acetosella Welw. Ex Hiern. – Malvaceae).
The babassu (Orbignya phalerata Mart-. Arecaceae) 
common in the areas of tapera, dominate the landscape, 
providing a monospecific forest, functioning as previous 
human occupation of the indicator occurred in these en-
vironments, linked to the practice of farming like “planta-
tion on the stump” (clearing and burning).
Contrary to this expectation, in a survey conducted with 
useful plants in Taperas in rural areas in the states of Minas 
Gerais, the Federal District, São Paulo, Mato Grosso do 
Sul and Rio Grande do Sul, realize that the vast majority of 
the plants were intentionally introduced, however, some 
species are ruderal, or follow the man as invasive of their 
agricultural areas.4

As the plant parts used, the sheet is 50%, followed by seeds 
and roots with their 16.66%, flower with 8.33%, the other 
plant parts added together, represent 12.5% of the parts 
used in the preparation of home remedies. However, the 
predominance in the use of the sheet, or shell, often save 
a relationship with the occurrence environment of these 
plants, thus in general, other plant parts such as flower 
and fruit subject to seasonality.7

The medicinal uses are varied, ranging from control of lice 
and fleas, treat kidney problems, blood cleanser, general 
pain, and even for treatment of gastritis.

Conclusions
The currently existing Taperas are between 30-50 years. 
Most of the 24 species surveyed are distributed among 15 
botanical families where both species were intentionally 
introduced for cultivation and at one point abandoned as 

cultivated species: cotton and mango (Mangifera indica L. 
- Anacardiaceae), the rest of the species are ruderal. The 
most representative botanical family in numerical terms 
is the Euphorbiaceae with 16.66%. The sheet is 50% uti-
lization of the plant parts. The medicinal uses are varied, 
ranging from control of lice and fleas, treat kidney prob-
lems, blood cleanser, general pain, and even for treatment 
of gastritis.

Acknowledgements
The National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development - CNPq for the award of the fellowship to 
carry out the research, and the Foundation of the State of 
São Paulo - FAPESP, the research project funding.

References
1. de Almeida AW. Os quilombolas e a base de lançamento 

de foguetes de Alcântara. laudo antropológico. Brasil: 
Edições IBAMA; 2006:19-115. 

2. Beze Z Jr. O futuro da roça no toco em Alcântara 
[master’s thesis].  Brasília: Centro de Desenvolvimento 
Sustentável, Universidade de Brasília; 1999. 

3. Souza-Filho B. Os pretos de Bom Sucesso: terra 
de preto; terra de santo, terra comum. São Luis: 
EDUFMA; 2008:316. 

4. Paiva C, Santos AC. Taperas e suas plantas: 
etnobotânica dos Antigos assentamentos humanos. 
Diálogos. 2006;10(3):33-53.

5. Schneider AA, Irgang BE. Florística e fitossociologia 
de vegetação viária no município de Não-Me-Toque, 
Rio Grande do Sul, Brasil. Iheringia Sér Bot Porto 
Alegre. 2005;60(1):49-62. 

6. Albuquerque UP, Paiva VR. Métodos e técnicas na 
pesquisa etnobotânica. Recife: Livro Rápido/UPPEA; 
2004:189. 

7. Linhares JF, Hortegal EV, Rodrigues MI, Silva PS. 
Etnobotânica das principais plantas medicinais 
comercializadas em feiras e mercados de São Luís, 
Estado do Maranhão, Brasil. Revista Pan-Amazônica 
de Saúde. 2014;5(3):39-46.

http://ijisonline.org/IJPNI

